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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 

Local Teachers Selected for National Workshop on African 
American Gullah Culture 

 
Wendy Rogers and Melanie Sanders, teachers from Mt. Sterling Elementary School, were 
two of 72 teachers from around the United States selected as National Endowment for the 
Humanities (NEH) Scholars who participated in a Landmarks of American History and 
Culture Workshop.  
 

This event focused on one of the early African-American cultures 
in the U.S in a program developed by scholars from the University 
of Connecticut and funded by a grant from the NEH.  Mrs. Rogers 
and Mrs. Sanders were the only “team” from the same school to be 
chosen for this workshop. Both teachers, along with the other 
activity teachers at MSE, teach a five week cultural unit each year. 
West African culture comes around in the rotation once every 

three years, making this opportunity even more beneficial to them and their students. 
 
 “Gullah Voices: Traditions and Transformations” is a week-long 
workshop for K-12 teachers which ran in two sessions, July 12-17 and 
July 19-24, in Savannah, Ga., and provided historic insight into the 
Gullah/Geechee community in the corridor between North Carolina and 
Florida, where people from West Africa, many from Sierra Leone, were 
enslaved to work on rice plantations. Mary Ellen Junda and Robert 
Stephens, professors of music in the School of Fine Arts at UConn, 
conducted research and developed the curriculum for the workshops under an NEH grant.  
 
Throughout the workshop, teachers experienced Gullah culture directly as they were 
given opportunities to hear performances by groups (including the Geechee Gullah Ring 
Shouters and Georgia Sea Island Singers) and participate in traditional activities with 
visits to sites such as The Penn Center, a national historic landmark of Gullah culture in 
St. Helena, S.C.;  Pin Point Heritage Museum; the Georgia Historical Society (to search 
for primary sources); and Hog Hammock, Sapelo Island, GA., the last Gullah community 
on the Sea Islands.  


